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Born: 15 February 1951

Address: Departamento de Ciencias Sociales, Universidad Carlos III,
¢/ Madrid, 135, 28903 Getafe (Madrid), Spain.

E-mail leandro.prados.delaescosura@uc3m.es

Education

Doctor of Philosophy [D. Phil..], (Modern History), University of Oxford, 1987
Ph.D. (Economics), Universidad Complutense, Madrid, 1981.

Licenciado (5-year degree) (Economics), Universidad Complutense, 1973

Academic Positions

2021- Emeritus Professor Universidad Carlos 111
1990-2021 Full Professor Universidad Carlos 111
1988-1990 Full Professor Universidad de Cantabria
1982-1988 Associate Professor Universidad de Alcala
1981-1982 Assistant Professor Universidad de Alcala
1974-1976, 1979-1980 Assistant Professor Universidad Complutense

Visiting Positions

2013-2014 Leverhulme Professorial Fellow, London School of Economics
2011-2012 Senior Fellow, London School of Economics

2003-2004, Prince of Asturias Visiting Professor, Georgetown University
January-June 1998, Academic Visitor, London School of Economics
September-December 1997, Visiting Fellow, All Souls College, Oxford
July-August 1989, Visiting Professor, Instituto Torcuato di Tella, Buenos Aires
1988-1989, Jean Monnet Fellow, European University Institute, Florence
1984-1985, Visiting Professor, University of California, San Diego

1982-1983, Visiting Scholar, St. Antony's College, Oxford

Grants and Fellowships

Fundacion Rafael del Pino Professorial Fellowship (2022-26)

CEPR/ European Commission (2008-2012)

Fundacion Rafael del Pino (2005-2007)

Fundacion ICO: Research Grant (2001-2002)

Sabbatical Grant Ministerio de Educacion y Cultura (Proex) (1997-1998)
Fundacion Argentaria: Research Grant (1996-1997)

Fundacion Areces: Research Grant (1990-1992).

European University Institute: Jean Monnet Fellowship (1988-1989).
Fundacion FIES: Research Grant (1986-1987).

Instituto de Estudios Fiscales: Research Grant (1984-1985).

Banco de Espafa: Research Grant (1982-1984).

Banco de Espana: Doctoral Fellowship (1978-1980).

Joint Committee St. Antony's College, Oxford-Sociedad de Estudios y Publicaciones,
Doctoral Fellowship (1976-1977)
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Memberships
Academia das Ciéncias de Lisboa, Corresponding Fellow (Correspondente Estrangeiro)

(2024)

Real Academia de la Historia (Spanish Royal Academy of History), Corresponding Fellow
(Miembro Correspondiente) (2013)

Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), Research Fellow, 2012-

CAGE, Warwick University, Research Associate, 2011-

International Economic History Association, Member of the Executive Committee, 2006-
2012

European Historical Economics Society, since 1991; Trustee, 1991-95; President, 2001-03
Cliometric Society, USA, since 1985; Trustee, 1990-93

Asociacion de Historia Economica, since 1980; Treasurer, 1980-81; Trustee, 1990-93
American Economic Association, 1999-

Economic History Association, USA, 1978-

Economic History Society, Great Britain, 1978-

International Association for Research in Income and Wealth, 2013-

Editorial Boards

Economic History Review, Editor, 2024-

Reviews of Economic Literature, Associate Editor, 2025-

Journal of Economic Surveys, Associate Editor, 2019-2023.

Cliometrica, member of the Editorial Board, 2010-2023. Honorary member of the Editorial
Board, 2024-

European Review of Economic History, member of the Editorial Board 1997-2010. Member
of the Scientific Advisory Board, 2011-2025.

Explorations in Economic History, member of the Editorial Board, 1997-2014. Member of
the Scientific Advisory Board, 2015-

Scandinavian Economic History Review, Member of the International Advisory Board, 2012-
Histoire Economique Quantitative (Série AF Nouvelle), member of the Editorial Board,
1997-2015

Hacienda Publica Espariola/ Revista de Economia Publica, member of the Editorial Board,
2005-2007.

Revista de Historia Economica / Journal of Iberian and Latin American Economic History,
member of the Editorial Board 1983-1991; Editor, 1991-1994. Member of the Board of
Trustees, 1995-2000, 2005-2012, 2024-

Other

Premio Trayectoria Académica 2023 [ Academic Lifetime Achievement Award 2023],

Asociacion Espainola de Historia Economica.

Honorary Maddison Chair, University of Groningen 2015-2019

Earl J. Hamilton Prize 2009 granted by Spanish Economic History Association 2010

External member of the Committee for Appointments and Promotions, Bocconi University,
2016-2019



Invited Lectures

Sir John Hicks Memorial Lecture in Economic History, All Souls College, Oxford, April
2023

Keynote Lecture, 14th Meeting of the African Economic History Network, Barcelona,
October 2019

Keynote Lecture, 7" Conference of Latin American Economic History, Santiago, Chile,
July 2019

Keynote Lecture, Universidad de San Andrés, Buenos Aires, May 2019

Goldsmith Lecture, Australian National University, Canberra, March 2017

Keynote Lecture, WEast Conference, National Research University (HSE), Moscow,
September 2016

Keynote Speaker, University of Groningen Summer School, June-July 2015

Keynote Speech, 4" World Bank-Banco de Espafia Policy Conference, Madrid, June 2015
Keynote Speech, BETA Workshop in Historical Economics, Strasbourg, May 2013
Keynote Speech, the Portuguese Economic History Association, Lisbon, November 2012
Keynote Speech, Sound Economic History Conference, Bergen September 2011

Administration Experience

- Spain’s National Committee for the Evaluation of Academic Research in Economics
(CNEAI), Member and Secretary of the Board, 2008-2009; Chairman, 2010.

- Director, Doctoral Programme in Economic History, Universidad Carlos III, 2006-2008
- Chair, Department of Economics, Universidad Carlos III, 1995-1996

- Dean of Economics, Universidad Carlos 111, 1990-1991

Research Experience

2015-2021, Principal Investigator in the Fundacion Rafael del Pino Project on “Economic
Freedom in Historical Perspective”.

2013-2014, Principal Investigator in Leverhulme Trust VP2-2012-050 Project “Freedom
and Wellbeing in Historical Perspective”

2012-2015, Principal Investigator in the Ministry of Economics and Competitiveness
Project ECO2012-38028 “Bienestar y desigualdad en una sociedad preindustrial:
Espaina, 1500-1800” (Wellbeing and inequality in a pre-industrial economy: Spain,
1500-1800).

2008-2012 Team Leader at Carlos III University and CEPR Research Associate of the
CEPR/ European Commission FP7 Collaborative Project “Historical Patterns of
Development and Underdevelopment: Origins and Persistence of the Great
Divergence”

2005-2007, Principal Investigator in the Fundacion Rafael del Pino Project on “Economic
Freedom, Growth, and Welfare in OECD Countries, 1850-2000”

2005-2008, Research Associate of the CEPR Project on “Unifying the European
Experience: Historical Lessons of Pan-European Development”.

2002-2005, Principal Investigator in the Ministry of Science and Technology Project
SEC2002-01596 “Las fuentes 'proximas' y "iltimas' del crecimiento econdmico: un
analisis comparativo para los paises de la OCDE, 1850-2000” (Proximate and
Ultimate Sources of Economic Growth: a Comparative Analysis of OECD
Countries, 1850-2000)




1999-2002, Principal Investigator in the Ministry of Education Project PB98-0031, “Las
fuentes del crecimiento econdmico espaiol: un analisis a largo plazo, 1850-2000”
(The Sources of Spanish Economic Growth: a Long-run Analysis, 1850-2000).

1996-1998, Principal Investigator in the Ministry of Education Project PB95-0294, "El
Crecimiento econdémico espafiol, 1850-1995: una interpretacion a la luz de la teoria
del crecimiento" (Spanish Economic Growth, 1850-1995: an Interpretation in the
Light of Growth theory).

1991-1994, Research Associate in the Ministry of Economy and Finance Project,
"Crecimiento economico y convergencia en Europa" (Growth and Convergence in
Europe)

1990-1994, Principal Investigator in the Fundacion Areces and Ministry of Education Project
PB90-0268 "La economia politica del proteccionismo en Europa occidental
(1880-1930): analisis comparado de Espafia e Italia" (The Political Economy of
Protectionism in Western Europe: a Comparative Analysis of Spain and Italy).

1988-1989: Principal Investigator in the European University Institute sponsored project, "La
pérdida del imperio y el atraso econdomico: Espafia y Portugal en la primera mitad del
siglo XIX" (The Loss of Empire and Economic Backwardness: Spain and Portugal in
the Early Nineteenth Century).

1986-1987, Principal Investigator in Fundacion FIES Project "El desarrollo econdomico
espanol en una perspectiva europea, 1850-1930" (Spanish economic development on
European perspective, 1850-1930)..

1983-1985, Principal Investigator in the El Instituto de Estudios Fiscales project, "Espaia
enla economia internacional, 1784-1913" (Spain in the International Economy).

1982-1984, Research Associate in the Banco de Espaia Project "Producto, renta y
productividad en Espafia, 1789-1957" (Output, Income and Productivity in Spain,
1789-1957)

Organized Conferences

“Wellbeing and Inequality in the Long Run: Measurement, History, and Ideas” (with B.
Milanovic). Madrid, May 2012

5™ Conference of the European Historical Economics Society, Madrid, July 2003.

“Britain and Its Rivals: the Struggle for Hegemony, 1689-1815”. Madrid, March 2001.

“The Economic Consequences of Empires” (with P.K. O’Brien) A1 Session of the 12th
Congress of the International Economic History Association, Madrid, August 1998.

"El crecimiento econdmico argentino en perspectiva historica" (Argentinean Economic
Growth into Historical Perspective) (with R. Cortés Conde), Universidad Carlos I1I,
Madrid, May 1994.

European Historical Economics Workshop on “Long-Run Economic Growth in the European
Periphery" UIMP, Pazo de Marifidn, Coruiia, July 1993

Las consecuencias economicas de la independencia de América Latina (Economic
Consequences of Latin American Independence), Universidad Carlos 111, July 1991.

The Second World Congress of Cliometrics, Universidad de Cantabria, Santander, June 1989
(Local host)

IIT Seminario de Historia Econdmica Cuantitativa (3rd Quantitative Economic History
Seminar) (with P. Martin Acefia), Universidad de Alcald, December 1988.




Espafia en el siglo XIX: una economia dual. Seminario en homenaje a Nicolas Sanchez-
Albornoz (Spain in the 19th Century: a Dual Economy. A Seminar in Honour of
Nicolas Sanchez-Albornoz), (with R. Anes), Universidad de Oviedo, Gijon, July 1988

Crecimiento y cambio estructural en Espafia e Italia: tendencias historicas (Growth and
Structural Change in Spain and Italy: Historical Trends), Universidad de Alcala,
December, 1987.

IT Seminario de historia econdmica cuantitativa (2nd Quantitative Economic History
Seminar), [.U. Ortega y Gasset, December 1986.

Los problemas historicos del crecimiento y el atraso de la Europa del sur: Espana, Italia y
Portugal (1830-1930) (Historical Problems of Growth and Retardation in Southern
Europe: Spain, Italy and Portugal) (with G. Tortella), Universidad Internacional
Menéndez Pelayo, Sevilla, October 1984.

I Seminario de historia econdémica cuantitativa (I Quantitative Economic History Seminar),
I.U. Ortega y Gasset, December 1983.

II Congreso de la Asociacion de Historia Economica (2nd Congress of the Spanish Economic
History Association (with G. Tortella and J. Morilla), Universidad de Alcala,
December 1981

PUBLICATIONS

Books

A Millennial View of Spain’s Development. Essays in Economic History, Cham: Springer,
2024 https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-60792-9

Human Development and the Path to Freedom: 1870 to the Present, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2022 https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108769655

Spanish Economic Growth, 1850-2015, London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-58042-5

El progreso economico de Espania, 1850-2000, Madrid, Fundaciéon BBVA, 2003.

De imperio a nacion. Crecimiento y atraso economico en Esparia (1780-1930), Madrid:
Alianza, 1988 (reprinted in 1991 and 1993).

Comercio exterior y crecimiento economico en Esparia, 1826-1913: Tendencias a largo
plazo, Madrid: Banco de Espafia, 1982.

Edited Books and Monographs

Accounting for Growth in History (co-edited with T. Vony¢ and 1.B. Voskoboynikov),
special issue of the Journal of Economic Surveys 35,3 (2021)
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14676419/2021/35/3

Latin American Inequality (co-edited with L. Bértola and J.G. Williamson), special issue of
Revista de Historia Economica | Journal of Iberian and Latin American Economic
History 28, 2 (2010) https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610910000054

Exceptionalism and Industrialisation: Britain and its European Rivals 1688-1815 (editor),
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004
https://doi.org/10.1017/cbo9780511523830

The Costs and Benefits of European Imperialism (co-edited with P. K. O’Brien), special issue
of Revista de Historia Economica, XV1, 1 (1998)
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610900006935
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https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610910000054
https://doi.org/10.1017/cbo9780511523830
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610900006935

La independencia americana: consecuencias economicas (co-edited with S. Amaral),
Madrid: Alianza, 1993.

El desarrollo economico en la Europa del sur: Espania e Italia en perspectiva historica (co-
edited with V. Zamagni), Madrid: Alianza, 1992.

La Nueva Historia Economica en Esparia (co-edited with P. Martin Acefia), Madrid: Tecnos,
1985.

Articles

“State Capacity and Subjective Well-Being in Early Modern Spain”, Jahrbuch fiir
Wirtschaftsgeschichte | Economic History Yearbook 67 (2026) (with C. Alvarez-
Nogal).

“The Long-Run Dynamics of Economic Liberty, 1850-2020”, Cliometrica 20, 2 (2026), pp.
515-545 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11698-025-00330-w

“Subjective Well-Being and Inequality in Spain’s Decline”, Cliometrica 19, 1 (2025), pp.
1-27 (with C. Alvarez-Nogal) https://doi.org/10.1007/s11698-024-00288-1

“El crecimiento econdmico moderno y su distribucion en Espana”, Informacion Comercial
Espariola 933 (2023), pp. 53-67 (with B. Sanchez-Alonso)
https://www.revistasice.com/index.php/ICE/article/view/7683

“Inequality Beyond GDP: A Long View”, Review of Income and Wealth 69, 3 (2023), pp.
533-554 https://doi.org/10.1111/roiw.12593

“Health, Income, and the Preston Curve: A Long View”, Economics and Human Biology

48 (2023) 101212 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ehb.2022.101212

“War, Pandemics, and Modern Economic Growth in Europe”, Explorations in Economic
History 86, 101467 (2022) https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eeh.2022.101467 (with C.V.
Rodriguez-Caballero).

“Growth Recurring in Preindustrial Spain?”, Cliometrica 16, 2 (2022), pp. 215-241 (with
C. Alvarez-Nogal and C. Santiago-Caballero) https://doi.org/10.1007/s11698-021-
00232-7

“The Industrial Revolution: Unintended Consequences of Self-Defence?”, Journal of Global
History 17, 1 (2022), pp. 159-164 https://doi.org/10.1017/s1740022821000371

“Capital in Spain, 1850-2019”, Cliometrica 16, 1 (2022), pp. 1-28
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11698-020-00221-2

“Augmented Human Development in the Age of Globalisation”, Economic History Review
74, 4 (2021), pp. 946-975 https://doi.org/10.1111/ehr.13064

“Accounting for Growth in History”, Journal of Economic Surveys 35, 3 (2021), pp. 655-
669 (with T. Vony¢ and I.B. Voskoboynikov) https://doi.org/10.1111/joes.12421

“Accounting for Growth: Spain, 1850-2019”, Journal of Economic Surveys 35, 3 (2021),
pp. 804-832. (with J.R. Rosés) https://doi.org/10.1111/joes.12407

“Economic Effects of the Black Death: Spain in European Perspective”, Investigaciones de
Historia Economica-Economic History Research 16,4 (2020), pp. 35-48 (with C.
Alvarez-Nogal and C. Santiago-Caballero)
https://doi.org/10.33231/j.ihe.2020.10.001

“Dos siglos de moderno crecimiento economico en Espafia”, Papeles de Economia Espariola
164 (2020), pp. 2-14 (with B. Sanchez-Alonso) https://www.funcas.es/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/PEE164art02.pdf

“Foreign Capital in 19th Century Spain's Investment Boom”, European Review of Economic
History 24, 2 (2020), pp. 314-331 https://doi.org/10.1093/ereh/hey026
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“Pace Baudelaire? Comment on “‘Spleen’: The Failures of the Cliometric School” by Stefano
Fenoaltea”, Annals of the Fondazione Luigi Einaudi 53, 2 (2019), pp. 25-30
https://doi.org/10.26331/1080

“Desigualdad y libertad econdmica: ;Existe un dilema?”, Informacion Comercial Espariola
911 (2019), pp. 27-40 https://doi.org/10.32796/ice.2019.911.6934

“Spanish Agriculture in the Little Divergence”, European Review of Economic History, 20, 4
(2016), pp. 452-477 (with C. Alvarez-Nogal and C. Santiago-Caballero)
https://doi.org/10.1093/ereh/hew01 1

“Economic Freedom in the Long Run: Evidence from OECD Countries (1850-2007)”, -
Economic History Review 69, 2 (2016), pp. 435-468
https://doi.org/10.1111/ehr.12130

“Mismeasuring Long Run Growth. The Bias from Spliced National Accounts: The Case of
Spain”, Cliometrica 10, 3 (2016), pp. 251-275 https://doi.org/10.1007/s11698-015-
0131-4

“Human Development as Positive Freedom: Latin America in Historical Perspective”,
Journal of Human Development and Capabilities 16, 3 (2015), pp. 342-373
https://doi.org/10.1080/19452829.2015.1056644

“World Human Development, 1870-2007”, Review of Income and Wealth 61, 2 (2015), pp.
220-247 https://doi.org/10.1111/roiw.12104

“El desarrollo humano como libertad positiva: un panorama mundial desde 18707,
Informacion Comercial Espariola 880 (2014), pp. 7-22
http://www.revistasice.com/index.php/ICE/article/view/1712/1712

“Human Development in Africa: A Long-run Perspective’, Explorations in Economic
History 50, 2 (2013), pp. 179-204 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eeh.2013.01.001

“The Rise and Fall of Spain, 1270-1850, Economic History Review 66, 1, (2013), pp. 1-37
(with Carlos Alvarez-Nogal) https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0289.2012.00656.x

“Output per Head in Pre-Independence Africa: Quantitative Conjectures”, Economic History
of Developing Regions 27, 2 (2012), pp. 1-36
https://doi.org/10.1080/20780389.2012.745659

“Economic Reforms and Growth in Franco’s Spain”, Revista de Historia Economica /
Journal of Iberian and Latin American Economic History 30, 1 (2012), pp. 45-89
(with J.R. Rosés and 1. Sanz-Villarroya) https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610911000152

“Improving Human Development: A Long-run View”, Journal of Economic Surveys 24, 5
(2010), pp. 841-894 https://doi.org/10.1111/1.1467-6419.2010.00639.x

“Human Capital and Economic Growth in Spain, 1850-2000, Explorations in Economic
History 47, 4 (2010), pp. 520-532 (with J.R. Rosés)
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eeh.2010.02.002

“Latin American Inequality in the Long Run”, Revista de Historia Economica / Journal of
Iberian and Latin American Economic History 28,2 (2010), pp. 1-8 (with L. Bértola
and J.G. Williamson) https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610910000054

“Assessing Independence. The Economic Consequences”, LASA Forum 41,2 (2010), pp. 10-
12 https://forum.lasaweb.org/files/vol41/LASAForum-Vol41-Issue2.pdf

“Capital Accumulation in the Long-Run: The Case of Spain, 1850-2000”, Research in
Economic History 27 (2010), pp. 93-152 (with J.R. Rosés)
https://doi.org/10.1108/s0363-3268(2010)0000027005
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“Spain’s International Position, 1850-1913”, Revista de Historia Economica / Journal of
Iberian and Latin American Economic History 28, 1 (2010), pp. 1-43
https://doi.org/10.1017/s021261090999005x

“The Sources of Long-run Growth in Spain, 1850-2000”, Journal of Economic History 69,
4 (2009), pp. 1063-1091 (with J.R. Rosés)
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0022050709001387

“Del cosmos al caos: la serie del PIB de Maluquer de Motes”, Revista de Economia Aplicada
XVIIL, 51 (2009), pp. 5-23.

“Lost Decades? Economic Performance in Post-Independence Latin America”, Journal of
Latin American Studies 41, 2 (2009), pp. 279-307
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0022216x09005574

“Contract Enforcement, Capital Accumulation, and Argentina's Long-Run Decline” (with .
Sanz-Villarroya), Cliometrica 3, 1 (2009), pp. 1-26 https://doi.org/10.1007/s11698-
008-0026-8

“Inequality, Poverty, and the Kuznets Curve in Spain, 1850-2000”, European Review of
Economic History 12,3 (2008), pp. 287-324
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1361491608002311

“The Decline of Spain (1500-1850): Conjectural Estimates”, European Review of
Economic History 11, 3 (2007), pp. 319-366 (with C. Alvarez Nogal)
https://doi.org/10.1017/s1361491607002043

“European Patterns of Development in Historical Perspective”, Scandinavian Economic
History Review 55, 3 (2007), pp. 187-221
https://doi.org/10.1080/03585520701751640

“Growth and Structural Change in Spain, 1850-2000: A European Perspective”, Revista de
Historia Economica / Journal of Iberian and Latin American Economic History 25,
1 (2007), pp. 147-181 https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610900000082

“La decadenza spagnola nell’eta moderna: una revisione quantitativa”, Rivista di Storia
Economica XXII, 1 (2006), pp. 59-89 (with C. Alvarez Nogal)
https://www.rivisteweb.it/doi/10.1410/22146

“International Comparisons of Real Product, 1820-1990: An Alternative Data Set”,
Explorations in Economic History 37, 1 (2000), pp. 1-41
https://doi.org/10.1006/exeh.1999.0731

“Balance Sheets for the Acquisition, Retention and Loss of European Empires Overseas”
(with P.K. O’Brien) Itinerario European Journal of Overseas History XXIII, 3-4
(1999), pp. 25-52 https://doi.org/10.1017/S0165115300024542

“The Costs and Benefits for Europeans from their Empires Overseas” Revista de Historia
Economica XV1, 1 (1998), pp. 29-89 (with P.K. O’Brien)
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0212610900007059

"Agricultural Productivity and European Industrialization, 1890-1980", Economic History
Review XLV, 3 (1992), pp. 514-536 (with P.K. O'Brien)
https://doi.org/10.1111/].1468-0289.1992.tb02150.x

"Lo sviluppo economico spagnolo nel contesto europeo: 1800-1930", Societa e Storia 47,
1990, pp. 65-85.

"Was Spain Different?. Spanish Historical Backwardness Revisited", Explorations in
Economic History 26, 2 (1989), pp. 385-402 (with C. Molinas)
https://doi.org/10.1016/0014-4983(89)90015-6
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"La estimacion indirecta de la produccidn agraria en el siglo XIX: réplica a Simpson",
Revista de Historia Economica V11, 3 (1989), pp. 703-718.

"Una serie anual del comercio exterior espafiol (1821-1913)", Revista de Historia
Economica, 1V, 1 (1986), pp. 103-150.

"El crecimiento economico moderno en Espana, 1830-1973: una comparacion internacional",
Papeles de Economia Espariola 20 (1984), pp. 151-154.
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